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TAGS: SWEL, RO 

SUB J : WFP/ROMANIA - EMERGENCY 
REF: (A) ROME 5320, (B) STATE 102105 

1 . EMBASSY QUESTIONS WHETHER EMERGENCY FOOD PROGRAM 
IS NOW NECESSARY FOR ROMANIA. IN INITIAL UNCOORDINATED 
PERIOD AFTER EARTHQUAKE, GOR HAD REQUESTED EMERGENCY 
FOOD ASSISTANCE. SUBSEQUENTLY, THIS REQUEST WAS DELETED 
FROM GOR LISTS OF ITEMS NEEDED AS RELIEF ASSISTANCE. IN 
OUR EFFORTS TO DETERMINE WHY AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS WERE 
DELETED, WE WERE INFORMED THAT GOOD SUPPLY HAD BEEN ASSURED 
AND THAT NO FURTHER ASSISTANCE OF THIS KIND BEING SOUGHT. 
WHILE GOR HAS BEEN CAREFUL TO INDUCATE IT WOULD NOT REJECT 
ANY OFFER OF ASSISTANCE, ROMANIAN OFFICIALS HAVE INDICATED 
TO US THAT AGRICULTURAL AND FOOD PRODUCTS DID NOT 

HAVE PRIORITY AMONG ROMANIAN REQUIREMENTS. 

2. AS DEPT AWARE, IN 1976 ROMANIA HARVESTED RECORD 
CEREAL CROPS. LOCAL FOOD SUPPLY SITUATION SINCE 
EARTHQUAKE HAS BEEN NORMAL. EFFECT OF PROVIDING GOOD 
ASSISTANCE TO ROMANIA AS EARTHQUAKE RELIEF WOULD BE 
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INDIRECT ONE OF ALLOWING HARD CURRENCY WHICH PLANNED 
TO BE SPENT ON FOOD IMPORTS COULD BE DIVERTED TO 
PURCHASE ADDITIONAL INDUSTRIAL EQUIPMENT AND COMMODITIES. 
BARNES 
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